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Arden helped himeelf to

WAITING, P
Arthur T. Froggatt, In The Spectator.

| As those who, on some lonely. mountain-helght,
Watching through all the weary hours of night,
Await the pale rose of the morninglight,
1 wuit for thee.

As one who, waking on n hed of pain,

And helpless In Lt~ ngony, is fuln

To walt the sweet return of sleep ngaln,
1 walt for thee.

As he who. In some vast cathedeal, dim
With shadows, sile@t waltz, on bended Umb,
The music of the Bhchanstic hymu,

1 wnit for thee,

As deaf men crave for sang. and hiind for sight,

As weary soms of toll long for the night.
And s the fettered -rplrlt longs tor tight
1 long for thee. ;

PIETRO GHISLERL

PY F. MARION CRAWFORD.
Author of 'RaralTnesen ™ “Tho Three Fatns,'" ate,
Copyright, 1802, by Macmillan & Ce
CHAPTER L

The relation 6f twn stopsisters 18 nnugnal
When the Ilonorable Mrs. Carlvon eame to Rome
twenty yoars ago, 1 voung widow wnd the mothor
of a little zirl named Laura, she did not forcsse
the eomplications which her second mnrrisge was
to produce  She waa a good woman in her wav.
and if ahe had guessed what {t would mean to
be the stepmother of Adele Braccio she might
have hesituted before marrving Camille of that
name, commonly known as the Prince of Gerann.
For the Prince had also been married boefore, and
his first wife had left him this one chill, Adele,
who was only a year and a half older than littie
Laura Carlyon. No ehildren were born to the
Gerano couple, and the two girls were brought
up together as though they were sisters T'he
Prince and Princess were deeply affachod to each
other and to them bhoth, ko that for many years
Caea Gerano was justly looked 1pon as a madel
household

Mre Carlyon was very poor when she came 1o
Rome Mer husband had been a careless, goul-
hutnored, and rather reckless younger son, and
when he broke his neck in coming down the Gross
(Hockner hie left his widow about as much a3 men
of his stemp generally leave to their fainllive, to
wit, & fearful and wonderful confusion of unpaid
debta and a considerable number of promises to
pay money gignell by persons wiiose promises were
not of much eonsequence, even when clearly set
down on paper. It scems to be a peculinrity of
poor and good-natured men that they will lend
whatever money they have to impecanious frien:ls
in distress rather than use it for the paying of
the just debte they owe their tailors.

Gerano was rich, It does not by any meians
follow thmt Mrs. Carlvon married him for his
money, though she conld not have mirried him
without it. She fell in love with him. He, on
his part, having made u marriage ol interest when
he took his tirst wife, aml huving sl by no
meana o very peace ful existence with the neeensed
Princeas, considered that he had earned the right
to please himself, and accordingly did so. More-
over, Mra. Carlyon was a Catholie, which sinen-
larly facilitated matters in the eves of Gerany's
numerous relations.  Jack Carlyon had been of the
Chureh of England: and though anything Lt a
pructising believer, if lie believed in anything at
all, he had unevertheless absolntely insisted that
his daughter should bLe brought up in his own
ereed. On this one point he had displayel all

y the tenacity he posseesed, and the supply then
seemed to bo exhaualr‘d so far as other matters
were concerned, His wife was a  very con.
scientions woman, altogether superior to him in
oharacter, and she continued to reapact his wishes,
even after his death. Laura, she gaid, shoull
choose for herself when she was old enongh. In
the mean time she should go to the English Chureh.
The eonsequence wus that the little girl had an
English nurse and afterward an Fuglish gov-
ernesa, while Adele was taken care of and taught
by Catholies. Under tlese circnmatances, and as
the stepsisters were not related by bleod nor even
by race, it is not strange that they should bave
grown up to be as diflerent as possible, while
living under the same roof and callinz the same
persons father and mother.

The question of religion alone eoitld eertalnly
not have brought abont the events here to be
chronieled, and it may be as well to say at once
g that this history is pot in the least conesrned

with matters of faith, eread, or dogma, which

are hetter loft to those zood men whose business
it i to understand them. The main and strik-
ing points of contrast wero these. Adele was
barely more than pretty. Taura was all but
beautirul. Adele was a great heiress, and Laura
had pothing or pext tu nothing to expect af her
mother's death. Adele wax quick-witted, Lively.
| given to exagzeration in her talk, and not very
serupulous as to Yuestions of fact. Laurs was
| slow to decide, but tenacious of her decisions, and,
on the whole, very truthful.
i In appearance, so far as generalities were con.
| eerned, the contrast between the two girls was
Jess marked. Doth were of the durk type, but
Laura’s complexion was puler than Adele's and
ber hair waa blacker, as well as thicker and more
]!m. Laura's eyes were large, very teep st
and dark. There was something strange i their
look, something qnite unnsnal, and which might
almost be called holy, if that weie not too sirong
8 word to use in connection with i woman of the
world. Spicea, the melancholy duellist, who was
still alive at that time, used to say that no one
conld possibly be as good us Laura Carlyon
looked: a remark which showed that e was
scquainted with the sayinzs of u great Lnzhsh
wit, and was not above making use of them
Probubly sane part of the eflect produeed by
Laura’s oves was due to the evenly poerfect white
ness of her skin and the straight black brows
whieh divided them from the brosd, low forchend,
For her hair grow low, and she wore it in a simple
fashion without the abundance of little cirls,
which even then were considercd nlmost essential
to woman's bLeauty. [Her pallor, too, was quite
patural, for she had a good constitution and hod
; rarely even had a headache. In ligure she was
I well proportioned, of averaga height and rather
strongly made, with large, Tirm, woell-shaped hauds,
On the whole, a graceful girl, but not in that
way remarkable among others of her owa age.
In her face, and altogether in her preseuce, the
chief attraction lay in the Jook of her eyes, which
made one forget to notice the well-chisled nose-
@ littla short perhaps—the really beautiful mouth,
and the perfect teeth. The chin, 100, was broad
snd firm—toy firm, some might have saul, for one
80 young. Considering all these facts together,
most people ngreed that Laura was not fur from
being & great beauty
q . Adele was somewhat shorter than her  step-
. ‘&.?.'am! more inclined to be stout.  iler black
eyes were set more together, and her eyebrows
almost met, while her lustreless hair curled nar-
urally in a profusion of tiny rioglets upon hor
forehead. The small fine nose reminded one of
» ferret, and the white teeth looked sharp and
pointed when the somewhat thin lips parted and
showed them; but she was undoubtedly pretty,
and something more than pretty. Her face had
eolor and animation, she carried her emall head
well,.and Ler gestures were graceful and eusy
She was fluent, t0o, in conversaticn, and ready ut
all times with & quick answer Any one could
#%e, In spite of her plump figure, that she was of
& véry nervous constitution, restlesa unsettled,
and essily moved, cupable of considerable deter-
mination when really affected. She never under.
c‘ Laura, por did Laura really understand

i —. (———

T

In the natural course of events, social and
~ domestic, it became necessary Lo choose a husband
~ for Adele 8o soon as she made her first appearance
~ in soclety At that time Lauru was not yet

~ povemteen. Gerano had already looked about him
and bad made up his mind. Ile waa a little
dark-eyed gray, thin and nervous, but gifred
an upusually agreeable manner, a pleasant
. of volos, & frank glance, and an extremely
) charastor—s man much liked in the world

d determined that if possiblo his duughter
marry Doo Fruncesco Savelll. a worthy
miﬁuﬂﬂb eldvst son, bieir to &

good estate and a still better name, and alto-
gether a most desirable husband from all points
of view. Gerano met with no serious dificulty
in bringinz about what he wished, and in due
time Don Francesso was affianead to Donna Adele,
and was privilaged to visit at the Palazze Braccto
almosy as often us he pleased  He thus eaw
Laura Carlyon often, and he very naturally fell
in love with lier 1o had no particular inelina.
tion to marry Donna Adele, but ohieyed hie father
Windly, ns a matter of courss, Just as Aduvle obeyed
Gorano  That is a part of the Roman systom
Laura. however, did not fall in love with Fran-
She was perhaps foo vounz ol or At is
quite possible that Franceseo wag tho dull and «
interesting a persenage in her eves Bur Adel
paw these things, and was very anzary when &'
was guite sure that her future hnshgnd would
have greatly preferred to o marry Ly gtepsister
She may Ne pardoned tor having tewny Jealous,
for the situation wase Lardly hearahile

Froneesen did not, indesd, make lovs to Laura
Pven had he been rash enough for that, e wis
in reality ton much o gentleman at heart Lo lave
done guch a thing e knew very well that le
wasa to marry Adele, whether he caredl fur hier or
not, and he behaved with great propriety and
with not @ little philszophy. The virtua of
resignation had heen carefully developed in him
from his childhiood, and Franceseo's parents now
reaped their reward: he woulid not Lave thoudht
of opposing them by word or deeil,

Rut ke could not hide what he felt.
good younz men. he wis sonsitive, and 1f he
alternately blushed and furned pale when Ladra
epoke to him it was not his faulr, ihs Father
and mother could assupedly not expect lum to
control the eireulation of lis bleod when 1 clinae
to tise above the line of his eollar,"or gremed to
gink to the level of his boots,  Adele was, how.
ever, at first very ansrey, and then very fealous,
and at last hated her  stepsister with all her
heart, as young women can hate under eroum-
stanees of great provocation,

AMeanwhile, Lanra remained ealimly UNCONSCinus
of all that was happening  Franeesco Suveli’s
ontward and worlidly advantages did not appesl
The fact that he wis falr
vr the fuct
LT

ceann

Like many

to her in the least
had po aterest for her any mdre th
that the old Prinee of tievann wis ihark
talked to the young man little, when the con-
versation was general, just as whe talked 1o every
one alse, when she lodd anything 1o say. B
she waa not naturally siy. Iiut shie never al-
tempted 1o manufacture remarks when nothing
came to hor lips, beeause she was not yot called
npon to do «o. Nor was her silenes by any means
golden, so fur as Savelli was cancorped.  Whei
she was not spealane to him, she tonk no noatice
of him.  Mis hadr might be ns yellow fs mustarl
and his evos g4 bine as periwinkles, as Tis al-
wnivers said: she did not eare, T possible, Adde
hated lier even more for caring so Titthe,

In due time Franeeseo Savelli man il A dele
Draccio and took ber to livee nuder hos fathey’s
roof.  Af*er the @ieit event peace dheseospdon] onee
mare upan the houssliolid for a4 time amnd Laur
Carlvon saw mueh less of her adores Not, i
derd, that there had  Deen any open conlli=t
hetween the stepsistors, nor even i deelaratiom
of war. Lanra had attribated Adole's eolifiess
to her execitemrat the marringsy, natural
enonzh under the eirenmstanees, and bl ot hema
hrt by it, while Adele bl eorefitlly Rept ley
iealousy to herself: bt when the two met alter-
waril, Laura felt that she was imme surabily far
romoved from anything like intimacy o rval
friendship with the bride, and she wis surprised
that Franeeseo shonld pay =o mueh attention to
liersalf,

The young cotple came 1o the Palazzs Drarcie
at regular intervals, and at all these fam iy
gatherings Savelll spent his time in maklng o
versation for Taura. e wasavery warthy yonng
man, a8 has been said, and his talents wors not
of the highest order, bt lie did b= anil
Joast in making Tunra think him
pussably agreeable,  She wis illine ¢ hear him
talk. anid Adele noted the farct When she drove
home from her father's house with her Lushand,
he was generally  abstracted and =ave ratulom
snswers to her guestions or ohservations At the
end of a year it was elear that he still loved
Laura in a hopeless, hieluless, st imental Dashion
of his own, and Adeles listed her tore than ever

A soeond vear anl a thied went by, and Lanra
still the situntion

that 1he
bt 1t
oil

alwint

Iwest,

sueceeded at

gl been some Hime in suciety s
remaine] unelanged.  The world
voung Savellis were o very Liappy rouple,
alwavs looked at Lanra Carlyen with #n
expression, s thorteh it knew semethinge stranze
abont her: somethine not guite piehe, which it
was willing to tolerate tor the sake of e fmiise-
ment to he got Ly watehing her. Tl world =
the generie appedintion of all e wha o down
10 the sea of society in long gowns or white tes,
and live and move and have their being therein.
Other peaple do not count, even when they are
quite bad, althongh they may Tiwer very biz nomwes
and a great deal of wmoney. Tl world, there
fore, wigeed its hingd amd said that Lanra ( irlvon
was in love with her brotherindaw, or, to be
quite aecurnte, with her stephirather-in-law, be
canse she was darle andd lis e was so exeoe lingly
vellow. The world also went en to say hut
Donna Adele behaved very kinidly abiour ot wimld
that it was so good of Franceseo Savelli to talk
to Laura just as §f there were dotlibne wrong:
for, it added, if e were to avotld hier, theer woilll
cortainly he gossip hefure lonz,  No one whio dues
not live in soclety need attempt fo follow this
sorquence of gdeas. As nstial, nohady took
the least trouble ta find out the origin of e
story, but everylody was quite sure ol havin
heard it at fiest hand from the one person who

wit il

knew,
e Prinsess of Gerane  took ler danehter
evervwhers., She had eonseientionsly donpe her

duty toward Adele, and was sineerely fond of hor
besides: but slie loved Loura almost as mueh as
the good mother in the story.huok loves ier only
ehild when the latter has done something par-
tieularly disgraceful, She was at fist snnoved
and then made sricosly ansions by the young
girl's total failure in soviety, from the sovial
point of view. Laura was beagtiful, good and
.m-mg-ljul.._n.l_ Ugly, spiteful, and stupid girls sne-
cooded hetter than she, thougl sume of them had
no better prospect of a dowry. The zood iy
sought in vain the causs of tie troable, but failel
to find it out. Had she been born in Home, she
would doubtless have had wany Kind friemds to
help her in the solution of the HiMeuity It
though she bore a Roman name, and bad adopted
Romusn customs and had ded a Roman life for
nearly twonty years, she was tacitly looked upon
as n foreigner, and hier daughter was treated an
the same way, though she, at least, spoke the
languagn as her own. Moreover, the girl was
oot & Catholie, and that was an additivnal dis-
advantage where matrimony was concerned. It
beenme evident to the Princess that sho was not
likely ta tind a husband for her daughter—cer-
tainly not such w husbund as she had dreamed
that Laura might love, and who was to love Ler
and muie her happy

It must not be supposed that Gerano himeelf
would have been indifferent 1f he had known the
real facts of the case. Dut he did nov  Like
muny elderly Romans he hardly ever went into
society and took very little anterest fn ate doings
He was very much concerned with the adminis-
tration of his fortune, and for his own daughter's
wolfare 1n her new surroundings  He spent a
good deal of time at lus club, and was often 1
the country, even 1n the height of the season
He supposed that no one asked for Loura's hand
because she was dowerless, and he was sincerely
sorry for it; but st did noet enter his mind to yrd-
vide her with a suitable portion out of his
abundance. lle was too conscientious for that
What he had inherited from his father must go
down intact to his child and to her children—a
son bad already been born to the young Savellis—
and to divide the property, or to tuke from it
aoyihing like a fortune for Luurs, would  be
litfle short of actual robbery in the cyes of a
Braceio,

Laura herself was perhaps less disturbed by
the coldness she ercountered than her mother waas
for her sake. She hud a certaiu contempt for

whose #2le

young girla of her age und younger, /
an

iden was to ba marriad na soon A8 possible
with the greatest advantage to themselves  She
was not very vain and did not expect great
admiration on the one hand, mor any particular
dislike o7 the ether  Her churacter. 100, wils one
that must devalsp slowiy, If 1t were ever to
attain its mature growfs  She doubtlese had
momen's of anseyante und even of deprossion
for few yourg giris, and certainly no wolnen, are
whelly uneonseious of negleat an pociety.  Dat
'y ansined to melaneholy,
=a wag nnt hy natre
more than usually

.

altbangh ene was natira.
a8 Lor ayes elearly showed, =
mortid, and  assuredly not
imazin#tive

Tra posult of all this wan, that she hors her

aolf with espsplerable dignity in the world, war
conernlly believed 1o he eltor than she was, and
Wwaa to be seen more ofteg cansting or tulking
with the foreigners at parties than with the

Romana

“Whe is that, Ghislerl ?® asked Lord lorhert
Arden of lius old friend, cae evening parly in the
wura fur the first

evason, as he caught saht of L
LE TR

* An English Roman
“The daughtor of the Princess of Gerin
tirst marriage—Miss Carlyon”

Lord Herbert had not been in Rome for three
ar four years, and Wis, moreover, by no means
acquainted with all Roman sociely.

“Will you introduce me?" he asked, Inoking
ap at Ghislerh

Ghislers lod him across the room, fntraduced him
and left the two together, he helng at that time
very partienlarly enviged in another uarter.

The eontrast hetween the twoomen wis Yery
otrang.  Lord Herbert Apler wis almust, if nat
auite, o eppple, the victim 1 s infuncy of a
Thee nurse lad let
lont as lone s

2irl,F answiered the Itallan.
v by her

worving-woman's earelessness,
him fall, had concealsd the acet
alie ponll, and the hay had zyown up missliapen
and feehle.  In despite of thigs, liowever, he was
sminently a man at whom every ane lonkerd 1wire
No one who had seen him condil ever forget the
extpane nebility and delicacy ef his pale faes
Fael feature completed and gave dignity to the
next—the browd, hizhly madellel  forehead, the
prominent hrow, the hollows at the temples, the
¢ Joap, atomdy hrown oves, the angniline nose and
emsitive nostrils, the ealm, ratalit monuth, and
the firm, elearly eat chin=nll wors tn haymony,
Anid vot in all the erowd that thramasl the gret
thers was landly a2 man with
Fralishiman woull not have
e, i only T mizht stand
n. steaight wml sguare,
w hinltinr walr whish
Il was
of

drawing.romna
whom the yvoung
exelenge | face and 1
at the heichit of otlier
and he fres fipever fiom
e Tite in the world g havd for him.
very  hoaman,  and made no o great  pretence
prestanntion, nor indeed of any other virtie
Piotra Ghislori was a very diifersi peisona e
He linl
1 mnsh

peasnre

exeapt, perhags, inop it o loomanity

wen and enjoved mueh, 0f e Tl sailer
lso, and his foee boge the traces ol past
puin, thontl he was n W more than

vl o st

twosamilthirty  vears of  ade It wne a stronz
fuee, too, amd ot withouy siens nf superior v
telligenes and resclution The keen Wie oyes
el that trielk of fixine themsoives 1 Canversi-

tiom which belanes 1o gl tive temparments
Ar ather times they were syl it eaprossion, anl
W N WA st plexan
a0 Bave Tison ealled weather-braten: for
wegther
eolomine
wiupt the
foos cpitied

wfton W lomits G litsler’s

mizht al
froquent and Jomr exposure tno=un amid
had permanently  clineed urizinal
which  hasd ool iy T

simple =08 o of his peresport, Tis iz bt b
Wizli, eyves blae, hadr il et

1l

b en fiir

nw six fert

Wpown, ness e, monith nermal el o
i faet, sompewhat honv =gty nlir siun,
Like Bis old friend Lorl Herbert,

nowho alwnys artp oot

A s i

the left temiple
lie wons onne 0f the ddoeen o

i,-1'F|-”f|.1| in A epewile ] poom Bur of all th s
wlio Jooked 4t Nitn, havivg known him Inmz, wory
tow  anderstom) bis character in the least, ani
all wonld Biave been very el surpr wrl il they
oot have suosand his thotghts, especially thiat

ptebaeed Neden 1

sartienlor evenine when lie

Mice Carlvon.  As for the rest, lis was alonie in
the warbl, his own waxter, the last of o I i
family that had sefused to bear n title wihen
tittes  meant somethier and b not seeh an
reason for ehanzing = mind in the eonrse of
shivos o four centirion, T haed ol small fortuue
aifficient fop His wants and i castle somowlhers,
sonstiderabily e wor v for war anl wenr

“f pantnt dance, Yoi awe, ™ walil Arden, & itine
Wimselt hesice Laara, “and 1 am nfraid that 1
am fot very bedbant an v iversation Are y
4 very goml netured person

Lanrad  tuened lier gl exes lipon ([ TR

andl immediately felt w Vel ol

araqunintapes,
avmpathy for Toam, ani of tntersat in lus rewark
while fuce

wNg one ever fald me”
vou think yun eould find ont®
know,”

W hat form of sin du von most affe askel
Apden, with @ smile.  * Pooyou more olion da the
tilnes von ousht not to dn, or ddo you
done the things whieh von onzht 1y do "

Oy, 1 leave tie good thilnas wnidone, of course !
“ ] suppose everyhody does, as i

alin anxwersdl 2D
I woulid like

fva e un-

answersd Latira,
rile
“ You are deckdediy geod-natapd, partienlarly
wa i making that fast eemark. 1 am leas alrait
af you than T owas when I sat down.”
e vorng 2in] looked wt L wzadn.
vorsating wais =0 fir not like that of the Fonetish-

1his eon-

men she had koown hitherto,
o Wore von atfrabd of e ™" ghie asked,
a little

wop Tt 1 oconfess ™ -
Wy, aned B von were, whiv did vou make Siz-

stnling

aor Glislory introdioe vou fo me ™"

o Poeniise notialy 1Thea to own ty belne afrail.
Pesichos, Gligslori i a very old friend of mine, an
1 ean trast lam not te lewd me into dunger.”

Mave vou known him long 7 asked Latira
w1 Wave often wondered what he is really Tike
1 mesn lus chavaeter, vou Know, and what e

thinks about.”

* e thin! o denl, e is one of the most
complicated eharaeters I ever knew, and T am not
at all mire that T anderstand him yer, thonah we
have known each  other ten Years e is @
good friend ana a rather dndifferent enemy, !
chould say. s ehiof apparent peeulinrity is that
his hates gossips You will niot find it casy to zet
from D a dissgrecuble remari about any one
Vet Dl is not goodamtired.”

“ Porlaps e is afraid to s1y what he thinks"
anggested the young girl,

w1 doubt that,” answersd Arlen, with a smile
“ e hae not @ partiealurly ancelic reputation, |
befiove, Tt T pever beard any one say that e
wid timid °"

“As vou pretend o be,” added Lanra, Do
von know vou have not answersd my question ?
Why were vou afrad of me, (f You really wepe 77

Lord Herbort answered one squestion by unnther,
and the conversation eontinued pleasantly enough
It was 4 reliof to him to find 8 young and heanti-
ful girl of his own nattonality in surroundinezs
with whicl neither Le nor slie was really in
sympathy.  In the course of Lalf an hour they
hoth felt as thongh ther had! Known one another
a long time  The admiration Arden had felr for
Laurs at fiest sight had econsidernbly ineressed,
and she on her side Lad half forgotten that he wos
a crnpple.  Indeed, when le was seated, hiis de-
formitiea wers far less notieeable than when he
stoond or punfully moved abiout from place 1o
pluee.

The two talked of a variety of suhjects, but,
with the exception of the fow words spoken about
Ghislert, there was no more reference tn person.
alities for a long time

“1 am keeping you away from the daneing.”
Arden said at last, as he realized that the room
was almost empty and that he had been absorb.

ing the beantiful Miss Carlyon's attention | r
than might be pleasant to lher A
“Not at all.” suswered Laura. 1 do not dance

ouch.”
*Why not? - Do you not like dancing??
asked the question in a tone of surprise
“On the contrary  That 1 mn not taken out
very often—perhaps beeatse they thunk we u for-
eigner. 1y is Batural enough.®

e
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“ Very unnatural, it scems to ine. Bosides, |
helieve you are oxaggerating, s as not to make
me feel uncomfortable. It is of no use, Fou Ruow
[ am not at all sensitive,  Shall we 29 into the
ballppom 2™

“Nu: I would rather not just yet.”

«Shall I 2o and get Ghisleri to take you back?"
inquired Arden, with s little smile.,

“Why 2"

“Ywequse 1 mizht make you look ridiculons,”
answersd the cripple, quietly

e watehed her, and saw a quick, pained look
pass over her face It was that particular
moment that he began to love her, as lies alter
ward rememborsd,  She tuensd her eves upon him
s sl answersd alter w moment’s hesitation

“ Lord Herhert, will vou please never say oy
thing like that to me azain 27

“ Cortainly not, 10 it oNends you.?

w1t does not offend me. 1 do not mean that.”

AWt then ! Please toll me. T am not at all
s tive. "

It pains me,
ane ean think sueh thines of me, mueh Jess ——
A looked dowin, slowly opening

T do not Wle to faney that any

she stapped short
andl shutting her fon.

“AMuch les 7

Laura lesitaYed for some seeoids,
ehoostng hier words with more than linary e

“ Mueh loss one whowm it wight gain te think
them, ™ sl @il at last,

The smile that had been on Ardon's faoe filinl
away i the dilenes that followed, and Tis lips
moved # little ns though e felt o som Land of
emution, whitle his Jarge thin hawds clossd tightly

as though

apon his withered Koee,
“ave T said ton much

hrealking the lang panse,
LT P T T £ erpangly, gl ps (10

o low vilro
Atuin they

wonpdere 1 inwardly

quaintanes they shonlil lave reachsl pometine

At list Lavra rose slowly and e

e

ot gl aalod, s denly

arswered an

wore hoth =ilent, awl they hath
that in les=s than an how’s a¢

like 0 orisis
libwrutely, intending to give hor compinion
to gt to his toet

SAWIE vt ghve e Vol
v owant e bntredace v

sl when
1 to

agi T sl
T stoid Yeside T
my mother "
Apchon bt Liis head and held np his rizhit ari
e wiis considerably shorter than
willeodd away together, she epect
atiil

o dy at

for her hamld

sl Fhivny this
anl wisy i her girlish
0

i, lie weahineed

I unpent
lielping Limsslf alogs at
wide with the Bie Jiehl in Niis frae hanid—a

gaenptedd ontiphy, the workd sapl, as ey

panl, seeming

leer

et |||'I'|l..l sirgh,

stiek

it by,
@My pother's nowme is Verang, P'on

Ay

Gerann,” sl Laurs, by way ul paplunation, s
thev ratpes within st it ol he
Andd is voiee father=1 wen, is Prones Gerane
“livine 27 asked Arden Lo Bk ol nost forgottay
hor wame and lier nationnliey in the interest Jie
felt in hivrssif
wYoes: bt he ravely goes into ety I am
vory fomd of him sl meddon), seareely kuowinge
why Aoather, " lie sl as they came Hp T
the Prineess, = Lopd Horlogt Ag
Tle Prim aiibnd gl Biekd ent her Land. At
ihiat womesnt Poeteo Ghitshoey cione b Pl Dia 1 st

By iy st T Bl Jeft Lanva and Arden to-

et by by woened lones Tttt b, thiee 47 sntesesa
dell  Arsed Ded disappeazed ot aho the some
trme t sl hasd protaddy cone e, g s wis Wt
o ain i b bolleoom that esening, Rt the
woll iv irs ompdseivnee Koew iat theels wos o
veptain bondade Devand thae sapperrooimn, wliere
amiples who did not eare to daner wore lett

for o dopgz time. Fhe world

CoInparntive et
sandd hinve tol 1 with provi
anll sofe on whieh Glusleri and the Tovaly Cone
tossn fnvariably spent an hoor whien they et
i that particuler lotse

Wl von give e tapn, Mise Carlyon 7 asked
Gilusdend, e Arden besan to talk with the Pranesss.

oy " Panren was teally fomd of o vertain
amonnt of dancing when a goml partner prosented

“lon the position of the

liitnsedf,

W hat Mo von thinks of my foend 27 amgured
Firtro, s they moved awady tozether,

w1 lke Lim very much, Heointepests me”

“ Phen vou oneht to e crateful o mwe for bring.
ing hitm to you”

* e yon gratitwle in oA
Fanra Joweled o livtle, mone b pleasant antieipa-
tion of the waltz than at what <he =arl

“ A Nitthe more than in the averaze asylom for
1o e aned intoem, which most people eall hor "
yeturned Ghislori, carelessly

“Yuu have no home,  How eair you talic alvnt
itoin that way "

s For the sake of talking:
stoad] "

A mement later they were in tie thick of the
erowil.

“ There are too many peaple: pleass take me
haek,™ sabd Laurn, after one tnrn

“AWill von come and talk in the eonsopvatory "
askeil Gilislepn as they reaehiosd the door,

“Nos D owonld rather not”

“You were tulking o long time with Avlen. 1
saw von come ot of the drasing-roon fogit hey
Why will you not sit five minates with me*"

* Lord Herbert is diferent,” said Loura, guistly.
S 1e 4s an Englishman, snd T am Enghish.”

S0l s that the reason ™"

e bl hier back ard Lett her with her mother
Arden was still theee,

et Dy llr o 7

shiall we dunes -

CIAPTER 1L

In spite of his own dechirations to thin Fon-
trary, Lord Herbert Avden wis @ very sonsitive
man. When he soid he was not, he woas perhaps
tryving to deeeive lomself, hoat the atteiipr wis
at least only partinlly suecessful.  Few wen in
Wi eipeamstances can esoape the daily sting that
liew tn comparing their unfortunate outward per-
sonality with the average symmetry of the inman
yaee. Women seetit to feel deformity less than
men, of perhaps one only thinks so heeanse they
Wear it mope bravely it s hagd ro say I Darwin
6 right, men are far mors valn of thetr appear-
ance than wonen: and there are mony who e
heve that a woman's passive courage i greater
than a man's. D that us it max, the particular
sufferer who made Laura Carlyon's acguaintanes
at the hall was in reality as seasitive a man in
almost all respeats @< could be met with anywhere
in ordinary Nfe. When he discovered that he
waa seriausly 1n love with Laura Carlven, his
enistonse changed suddenly, and for the wors,
as far as s comfort was concerned

He peeeivad the situation as calinly as he econld,
when a fortnight or more had passed and he had
seen ber a dozen times at her stepfather's honse
and In the world.  One main fact was now quite
clear to him.  She was not what {s ealléd populur
in society ; she haid not even any intimate frionds,
As fer his own chances, he did not like to think
of them. Though only the younger brother of a
peer of high rank. he was eutitled to expect a
large fortune from an uncle on his mother's side,
who hnd never made anv secret of his infentions
1n regatd to his propuity, ead whe, belpg yyer

sighty years of age, vould not be expected to live
mueh lopzer in the ordinary cours: of nature, At
prezent s modest portion was quite suflicient for
himeelr, but he doubited whether it wonll sufliee
far his newds if he married,  That, lvwever, Was
of minor importance.  Thoegreat fortune was safe
aml he was an exceedingly aond mateh from o
finaneial point of view. Miss Carlyon was poor,
as he knew from Ghisleri, and Glisleri had very
protabily tolid her that Arden was rich, or wonld
he hefore lonz,  He rofused to believe that Lanra,
of her own free will, might marry him for lis
money : hut it was fntolerahle to think that hor
mother and stepfather might try fo forees her
the mateh from considerations of intorsst.
o Princess of Gerann, bt he
ne

into
e was not just to th
knew her very slichtly as yot and had no mea
of forming n positive apinion,

In the mean time he had been introdnesd to
Donna Adels Savelli, who had roerived him with
speateat warmth, protesting her love for the
svervthing English, and ex
peeinlly for her st spmther amld stoprister Iie
hul alsa renewed his aequaintanes with young
Savalll, whom he hastd Enown slightly durinz a for
mer vigt to Rome, g who now, he thonsht, met
W ratlier eddly,  Jle attriteited Adele's guakine
miner 10 4 desire to hring ahout s marringne, and
L ilid not artempt to account for Dan Francesen's
bt he liked neither the one manifesti
othier, for hoth wonndel him in difer-

the
Enzlish people and

=t
tivn nor the
ent degrees,

Abavp all other difticnlties, the ore whirh was
nattirdl th his delieately organizel nature

mist
wis of @ perely disinterested kind. e fearel
tost Lanra, who evidently felt both pite anl syin-

for him, shonld tale the two tozether for
puine Jove and saerifieo hersel€ inoa life which
watdd iy and hy beeome anbearibie ta her, 1o
conlil pot lint s that at svery meeting she grew
ptopested it liis eonveraation, until when he

pathy

more i
wis prosent, sl seareely il any attention to any

ane elss Sueha foendship, if it eould Lave been
real friendsliop, might have made Arden happy
ar ot as it Tasted: bt on his side, at loast,
wothine of the kind was possilble, e Loy that
I was hopelessly in love, aml to pretend the
contrary to lmeslt was el poin 1o puesed
wondorful lesenness the dipeetion Laura’s
wis taking, el he was appalied by the
vision of the misery whiel must spread over her

Lt if. after she had moreied  him, sl
creat teath that pity and

i

with
'

heart

Sonkd b poussl to t

v are mat fhe satie thonel they e so neap
wkin as fo he somebimes mistaken one for the
1 .

utier
Wie weak hoolth suferad and hie grow murs anil
Tt owaorhd hawe besn o satisfatian

e §
e spetk out A huodredth part of whnt he folt to
Vitistapt Bt e owas Tittle given to niaking fon-

Mitemeos, anidl tihislori wis or seemed o be the lust
ey Invite thent  They mot eonstantly, how-
and tallosd npon all sorta of topies,

Cine day Gilitslop, came to hesakfast with Ariden
i s rootns at the Lstod, looking mors weather-
Benten that nsiial, for Y was losine the tan from
is bast oxpediton in the sofith, amd thers wope

ool Blaek shadows ntidor his oves,  Maoreover, he
waa i sy ahomarably bad lmor with o ervthing
il with eversholy exeept his fviend. Arden

T sumbled, amd e alss knew

% never
pan woll sttoneh to piess

s of

ot A5 trine 0

thie
| e listuptanon [liore s <omethineg scrious the
""'l"T

Tinw <at down ta hreakfast and hesan to talk
af politiesand the weather, a< ald frieadds (o when
thew ope awmate tha there as sometlilng wront,
Gilbetori siolea Faclish peefoetly, with an almost
pepereeptible aecent, ax many Ttalians ol nowa-
dny=

came abong with me, Avden,” he said at laat,
ws thoneh losing patienes with everything all at
oo, et s so to Paris or Timbnetioo, This
plass 1 ot GE e live in,

AL e the metter with
in oo tone of amusement.

Tl matter with gt I i dull, ta hezin with
Sevonidly, ot 15 4 perfeet witehes' calilron of sean-
dal Thirdly, we are all as ad as we can Iwe,
Ti

i7" asked Arden,

ro ape three points at least.”

w ALy dear fellow, Tdo nor see them in the same
Light, ‘Take some more hoek."”

“, v vort are amusing vonrself!  Thank
vou=T will=hall o glass Of course yon like
o von alwavs did—vou foreicners alwavs will.
Yo amnse vourselves—that fs it"

w1 wie von daneing overy nizht as thouzh yon

Cihislert swldon!y grew thonghtral amd a distant
Tool eame dito his eyes, while the shadows srome:|
to deepen nunder them il they were almost hlack
Ite had eaten hardly anvthing, and now, reard-
less of the faet that the meal was not half over,
Lo it o cigarette and leanmd back in his ehair as
thongh hie b tinished.

o Yo are not looking well, Arden,” hé said at
Just. “You must take eare of voursell  Take
my wlviee,  We will 2o somewhere together for
a eonple of months

w P here is nothing T shonld Tite hotter, hut not
jrist at present. 1 owill stay in Romae until the
weather inoa little warmer.™

Arden was not in the lenst ponseions that his
axpresaion ehanzyl 18 B thonghe of the reason
which kept him in the city and which mizht keep
him long.  But Glisleri, who had been witehing
for that particalar hesttation of manner and fer
that almost dmpereeptible darkening of the eves,
knew exactly what both meant

sl very owell,™ e answored indifferently
WAe can go lnter  People siways invent absurd
gtovies Af one goes awny in the miuldls of the sea-
son without uny apparent object.”

The renurk was n little less than general, and
Arden wis at once confirmed in hie suspicion that
something unpleasant bnd happened in Ciliisleri's
lite, most probably in connection with the Contessa
Aell® Armi.  Iis friend was in such a savage ho-
wor that e might almest hecome communicative
Arden was i vory keen-sighted man. and not with.
out taet, and he thought the opportunity a good
one for approaching a subject which had fimg heen
in his mind  DBut he had been in earnest when
Le haid told Taura that he knew Ghisleri's char-
acter to be what he called complicated, and T
was awure that Pietro's intelligenee was even
more penetrating than 1is own e was there-
fora very eautfous

“You say that Rome is such n great place for
gosslp,” he began, i answer to Ghisleri's last ob-
sorvation. “1%suppose you know it by experi-
ence, but I cannot eay that we strangers hear
mueh of it."

* Perhaps not,” adiitted Ghislerd, rather ab
sently

“No, we do not hear much seandal.  For in-
stance, 1 go tather often to the Geranos'. I do
not remember to have heard there a single spiteful
story, except, perhaps—" Arden stopped cantiously

* Precissly,” said Pletro, *the exceptions are
rare in thut houso. DBut then, the Prince is gon-
erally awuy, and both the Princess aiid her daugh-

ter are Eaglia, and eapectally nice people *

-

to be near him, snd glanced at :
rather imponotrable face. ki
present moment the latter
in what he said, but he knew
epoke of most people in very much

It was something avhich Arden conl‘:. :q-: ;
understand. .

“Do you think,” he began presently, * thes
tact of their being English has anything to do wigh
Miss Carlyon’s unpopularity here?" 3

“My denr fellow, how should I lcnow '
Ghixleri, with something nlmost like a lsugh,

“You do know, of course. I wish you weqlq
toll mo. As an Englishman the mother intenesty
me. "

“ From the point of view of our in
relations, I see, collecting information for an apth
cle in the Nineteentli Century, or elss your

is going to speak on the eubject in the Losdy,
What do you think sbout the matter yourssles
If 1 ean put you right, I will."

“ What an estraopdinary man you arel® o
elaimed Arden.” * You always insist upon answpp
ing one question by another

“ It gives one time to think" retorted
wTheso cigarettes are distinetly bad; give me ony
of yours, please. I never ean understand why the
government monopoly here should exist, and if g
does why they should not give na Russisn—®

“My dear Ghislerl,” said Arden, i
him, * we were talking about the Princess Gerane,*

“Were we? Oh, yes, and Miss Cl.ﬂ,"“
I remember. Do you like them?®

“Very much; and I think cvery one should,
That is the reason why 1 am surprised that Miss
Carlyon should not reccive much more sttention
than she doocs, I fancy it is becanse she s ¥ng.
lish. Do you think I am right??

“No," said Ghisleri, slowly, at last snswering
the direet question, “ T do not think yon are.”

“Then what in the worll is the reason? Thy
fact is eleat enough. She knows it herselt,®

“ Probahly some absurd bit of gossip.  Whe
carcs? I am sorry for her, thonzh,”

» How ean there he any scundal about o young
gir! of her nge 27 asled Arden, incredulously.

+In this place you can start a story ahout &
Ly o vear old,” anwwered Ghisleri. Tt will be
romembored, repeated, and properly adornad, and
will ultimately ruin the innoeeut woman whea
<he is grown up.  Nobody seems to eare for chrone f
alozy here —aoachonism is =0 mnch wore cone
veriont,”

“Why are yoir 89 absiurdly yetieent with me,
Glislori 2 asked Arden, with sume impatienes,
“You talk as thongh we had not known each other
ten years,”

“On the contrury,” answerad Piotro, “if we
wore aeqiaintanees of yesterday, Twoull nor tallc
at £l Thut is just the difference. A< jt is, and
Leatise we are pather zood friepds, T tell you what
I helioys to be the teath, T helieve—well, 1 wiil
allow thut 1 know, that thers is a story ahout
Viss Carlvon, which s commonly eredited, and
which is a downright Ne. T will not toll you
what it is. It doss not, steictly speaking, affaet
lor reputaticn, bat it kas made her unpopular=
sinee you have usod thar word Ask any of the
gossips, if you cure enotigh—1 am not going
repeat uther people’s les.”

Arden was silent, and his long whita fingers
played uneasily upon the wdgs of the table. It
Wil Twen @ liapd motter to extract the information,
It siieh as it was he knew that it was ahsclutely
rolinble,  When Ghisleri spoke at all ahout such
things. he spoke the truth, and when he said thet
fe wotld positively say no more, his decision was
always final,  Arden had diseovered that in the
early days of their acquaintanee. Perhaps Pistro
went to absurl lenathe in this direotion. and there
were people who ealled it affectntion and made
him out to e even a sorss man than he was
but his friend knew that it wus genuine in ite
Mo was all the more disturbed by what
and it was a long time before he

way.
Tie hinel hardd,
spoke again,
vihislori smoked in silenee and drank three cupe
of coftes while Arden was drinking one. He looked
4t that time like a man who was living upon his
nerves, so to say, instead of upon proper uo
ment.
Ay lour later the two men went out together,
Arden taking Pietro with him in his carriage. The
air was bricht ani keen and the afternoon sun-
Heht wis already turning yellow with the gold of
the ¢ ming evening. The carriage wis momen-
sarily Bloekod at the corner of the Pincio near the
was turning out of the en-
closire opposite the band stand, It chanced to
e the Prinesss of Gerano's landan, and she and
o danshter wers seated 1o it, closely wrapped in
ft was Arden's vietoria that had to
ot the Princess drive aeross, and by &
coincidenes the Savelli couple wera 1n the one
whirh hops would huve to follow in the uscending
line after erossipg the road.

Franeesco Savelli bowd, smiled, and waved his
hat, evidently to Laura rather than to her mother.
Wil o rather forcel smile Adele slowly bent her

Arden howsd at the same moment, an
lookd from one carrinee to the other, wilisl
fellowid his example, and there was the very (aint-
pst expression of amusement on his fues which
Arden of eourse could not see. A number of m*
on foot lined the side of the road close to the
cnrringe. =
“ Poople always come back to their tirst Joves!
sl 4 low voies at Anden's clbow,

e turned quickly and saw soveral men watoh-
ine the Savellis aeross his vietoria.  He knew nong
of thom, and 1t was impossible o guess which had
spoken.  Ghislerd, beine on the right stde, a3/
den's guest, could not have heard the words.
ine just notiesd the rather striking contrsst
twoen Franeoseo sevelli's demonstrative grevti
and his wife's almost wndifferent od, i* nuti
struck the Englishman that the remark he
overhearid might refer to the person lur waa
aolf watehfnz at that very moment. Dunna A
savellis expression might very well be taken for
one of jenlously, but her husband’s behavior was
assuredly too marked for anything more than
friomdship.  Arden coupled the words with the
fuets und concluded that he had digeorered
story of which Ghisleri had epoken. Francesos
Savelli was said 10 be in love with Laura Carlyos.
That was evidently the gossip: but be ad seed
Laura's fuce, too, und 1t wna quite plain that t
wis wholly indifferent, On the whole, though &
tale reflected little eradit on Savelli, it wsd
at ull elear why it should make Laurs unpopular,
unless poople said that ehe encouraged the man
which they obably did, thought
bu.r[i- Ardon, who was a man of the world,

e miore he constdersd the matter the more
" had

ontranee, by one that

their furs.
pull ap to l

convinend he beenme that he was right, and
convietion was on the whole & relief. |

bt unesy for some time, and (hislerl's uull'“
worids had not satisfied him chanee, however, had
done what Ghisleri wounld not do, and the mystery
was solved.  The Princess of Gerano was 8t :
that evening, und Arden of course went to
pilace carly, and was the Inst to leave.

H3

Three tinies hetwoen hulf-past ten and half:ps
two o'clock Laura and he installed themselves
by side at somo distance from the drawing:
and each time their conversation lasted over
an hour. It was not a set ball, but one
rocular weekly informal dances of whi theee
are s0 many in Rome during the ssason. he G
futerruption of Arden’s talk appeared in the shape
of Don Franceseo Savelli, who asked Laura for
. Oddly enongh she glanesd at Lord Hee
bert's face hefore accepting, and the lrﬂﬂ ﬁ
a strange thrill to his heart, 1o strugs 10
foot as she rose to go away with Savelll, snd
sunk back nouin and pemained soms tme
e wis, absently watehing the peopla who
His face was very pale and weary now that
pxcitement of cénversation had siibsided, l‘&u
folp that if he was not positively ill, he was that
the little strength he had with every daf
pussed. Late hours, heated rooms, wnd
emotions were not the hest tonies for his
shysieal organization, and he knew it At
i made an effort, got up. and moved about in
crewd, exehanging n few words now and
with & passing acquaintanes, but ton preogcl
and fu-r Yaps too tired to talk long with indifer
people.  He nodded as Gihislerl passed him
l%w Contessi {Ia!ll‘l.\tilmilon] !_ninrn*rm.i_m:rlw 1%
there waa a bad light in lis friends
Pieten was looking better than in the ?}“““‘
The two had evidently been dancing t
the Contessi’s white neck heaved » little, a8

sho were atill ont of breath. She woa 8 sh
slight woman of exquisite flanrs, very tair, Wi

deep violet eyes and small, classia featurs, almost
dominant in character, Arden wate

They had scarcely sat down and he could e
To Ardon’s surprise the Contesaa St her
brated painter who

wilful snd

ax they went on i search of & vacant sofa
that Ghislerl was beginning to talk, when
with o bright smile and pointed to & ehalr. e

hud married a Roman -
high birth, and was & very @8 ;
Aiiton m&'w that wa
L] L] 8 ] !

hard in their regularity ovld.-nll_rh'd i ﬁ
big enongh for two.
Anse-
tase (ounchs appeared and stond ntll‘lmmd% y
side of the sofs, Ansstase Gouache Was 17 of
e




